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Dam Guide G22Iz,

Get the most out of the
Agatsuma area in Gunmal

The-dam is in the center of
Agatsuma!

Yamba Dam is located in the northwest part of
Agatsuma in Gunma prefecture. Lake Yamba
Agatsuma is a dam lake situated in Naganohara,
the gateway to Kusatsu Onsen, which boasts the
highest volume of any natural hot spring in .fapan.
Agatsuma River starts on the east side of the
Torii Pass on the borders of Nagano and Gunma
prefectures, cutting across Agatsuma in the east-
west direction. It then runs through the mountains
and comes out into the Kanto Plain where it merges
with the Tone River. It is on the Agatsuma River
‘where the Yamba Dam was built.

Completed in 2020, this dam
was 68 years in the making.

In September 1947, Typhoon Kathleen hit the Kanto
area right after the end of World War IL. Torrential
rains across a wide area caused tha Tona and
Arakawa rivers to overflow, resulting in massive
damage including 1,100 deaths and flooding
in over 300,000 homes across six prefectures

There's so much
to see and do in
the Yamba areal

excluding Kanagawa. With such terrible damage,
there were calls for controlling the influx of water
to the Tone River, and several plans for dams were
proposed in Gunma. One of those was the current
Yamba Dam built on the Agatsuma River. Five
years later in 1952, the decision was made to build
a dam on the Agatsuma Gorge in Naganchara,
however, the dizzying speed at which society and
the environment was changing, and reconstruction
efforts after the war necessitated not only flood
control, but also measures to deal with water
shortages due 1o a growing population and water
for industrial use. After solving each of these issues
and changing the plans to fit the social landscape,
63 years has passed, with construction beginning
in 2015. On March 31, 2020, the dam was finally
completed, with operations starting on April 1.

New aquatic scenery and
sightseeing areas!

The dam not only provides water control, but also
electricity. These aren't the only roles the dam
fills, however. The dam lake also functions as an
entartainment spot where visitors can enjoy a
variety of activities. Thanks to the new Lake Yamba

Yamba Dam Data

@ Tipe: Concrete gravity dam

‘@ 0am height: 116 m_gDam lengt 2908 m
hamm valume: 931,000 m®

otal waer stora Gty 1075 millon

‘@ Purpase: Disaster conirol, maintain normal flow Fanctionaity,

Agatsuma, Agatsuma is now home to
beautiful aquatic scenery and lots of fun
lake activities. There are amphibious
bus tours, canoeing and kayaking on the
lake, lakeview camping and barbecuing,
and other great new. sightseeing
highlights in the area. A new road was
also built along with the dam for easy
access to neighboring spots. Kawarayu
Onsen, a hot spring with over 800 years
of history, was moved to a spot
where it carries on with an ancient,
traditional festival. Not only will you find
long-standing lush natural resources
and hot springs, but also ew face of
the area, Yamba Dam. This spot shows
plenty of promise for the future.

FEFIEULENMT [N\vIBSY LADHET5] ORERRIRZSIVE

eafbv Aved

Yamba Dam Functions
@ Disaster control
The water level of the dam lake is lowered in advance of
the typhoon season, and when floods due to torrential rains
flow info the dam lake, the water is temporarily stored, and
the outflow rate to the river is reduced, helping mitigate
downstream basin fiood damage.
@ Maintain normal flow functionality
The water flow rate is controlled to maintain the scenery
downstream from the dam and in Agatsuma Gorge.
@ Provide city water
The dam provides city water to Gunma prefecture and
other prefectures. Tap water is supplied to five prefectures
including Gunma, and industrial water is provided to both
Gunma and Chiba prefectures.
@ Power generation
A power plant downstream from the dam can produce up
10 11,700 kW of electricity.

Yamba Dam Features

@Made using a local reconstruction method
In many cases when dams are built, residents must
relocate fo another area. However, when Yamba Dam was
built, the village was moved to altemate mountainside land
s0 that the local community could remain together at the
new location.
@ Upstream area economic activity
Many dam construction sites are located in dead ends
between mountains, but the upstream area of Yamba Dam
is home to the three towns and villages of Naganohara,
Kusatsu, Tsumagoi, and the
former Kunimura, where
nearfy 20,000 people fiveand |
work in a bustling economic %
area. ~ q
Kerifoes | Let’s fakea
TE;‘EI“‘:::;.:IN JorGuide ook at what
the dam does!
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